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Hellas did woman possess so much freedom and enjoy all
the benefits of wealth and culture in so marked a degree
as among the JEolian people of Lesbos.

The Dorian and the Ionian peoples occupied the arena
during the historical period; and, representing as they did
opposing tendencies, they were continually in conflict.
The Dorians mainly occupied the Southern and Western
Peloponnesus, Argos, Corinth, Megara, ^Egina, Magna
Graecia, and the southern coast of Asia Minor; the lonians
inhabited Attica, Euboea, most of the islands of the ^gean,
and the famous twelve Ionian cities along the coast of Asia
Minor. The chief city of the Dorians was Sparta; but
Sparta had a form of government peculiar to itself, which
must not be taken as representing all the Dorian States.
Yet among the Dorian States in general there was much
the same degree of freedom enjoyed by women as in
Sparta, though they were not subjected to the same harsh
discipline.

The Ionian cities of Asia Minor were greatly influenced
by Asiatic love of ease and luxury, and they introduced
into Greece many aspects of the civilization and art of
Asia. There is a tradition that when the lonians migrated
from Hellas to Asia Minor they did not take their wives
with them, as did the Dorians and ^Eolians, and, conse-
quently, they were compelled to wed the native women of
the conquered districts. As they looked upon the wives
thus acquired as inferior, they were glad to shut them up
in the women's apartments, following the Oriental custom,
and to treat them as domestics rather than as companions.
Thus is supposed to have arisen the custom of secluding
the women of the household, which rapidly spread among
Ionian peoples, even in Continental Greece.

Athens was the chief city among the Ionian peoples, but
it developed a civilization peculiarly its own, known as